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VITAL STATUS 
 
VITSTAT = Vital status 
 
1. CDE Variable VITSTAT = vital status  

2. CDE Definition 
 

The Vital Status on the visit date. If the individual with 
TBI died, please complete the module on death.  

3. Recommended  
instrument for assessment  
 

N/A  

4. Description of measure Categorical; unique entry.     

5. Permissible values Status:  
 Dead 
 Alive 
 Unknown 

6. Classification:  
Basic/Intermediate/Advanced 

Identical 
 

7. Procedure N/A  

8. Comments/Special instructions:  
If uncertainty exists on vital status, use vital status search, such as the social security death 
index in the US.  
9. Rationale/justification:  
Vital status should always be tracked after TBI not only as a primary outcome, but also in 
order to estimate life expectancy and determine risk factors for death and causes of death 
that could possibly be prevented.    
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Recommended time for assessment: 
On follow up as required by protocol. 

 


